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After Hamd and Salawaat! I have heard every word of the book 
The Laws of Sajdah Tilaawah as read to me by Moulana 
Asadullaah Nu’mani who is a teacher at Jamia Haqqaaniyah, 
Sahiwal district of Sargoda. 


Mashallaah! The kitaab has been compiled in an excellent format. 
The relevant laws have been gathered from reliable books of figh. 
Furthermore, the arrangement is excellent in simple, 
straightforward language; hence the laws will be easily 
understood. We hope that it will benefit both the general public 
and Ulema. We make dua that Allaah makes it a means of great 
benefit and that He accepts the efforts of the author, Aameen! 


Sayid Abdush Shakur Tirmidhi 
Rector Jamia Haqqaantyah, Sahiwal — Sargoda 
30 Rajab 1419 (AH) 
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Raashideen, Aulka Tahseel Patuki Qasoor District 


The laws of sajdah tilaawah are of paramount importance for 
both the reader and listener of the Quraan Shareef. I am 
extremely pleased that the honour of compiling such laws from 
reliable sources has fallen to the lot of Moulana Asadullaah Umar 
Nu’mani who has presented a personification of the Hadeeth; 


“the best of man is the one who is most beneficial to 
mankind” 


The writing style is very effective and the compilation is a treasure 
trove for Imaams and readers of the Taraweeh salaah as well as 
the general public and Ulema. May AllaahI inspire us to gain 
maximum benefit from it, and make it a means of salvation for 
the author in both the worlds! 


Muhammad Ubaidullah Qaasimi 

Khadimut Talaba, Jamia Khulafaa Rashideen 
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Vice-Principle Jamia Haqqaania, Sahiwal 


I had been intending for a long to compile the laws of sajdah 
tilaawah from the books of figh and fatawa in order to publish 
them in book form. I had even written a few pages on the subject. 
However due to many interruptions I was unable to complete the 
manuscript. I therefore entrusted the task to Moulana Asadullaah 
who is a student at Jamia. Alhamdulillaah he has done an 
excellent job of compiling the relevant material. May Allaah grant 
him an excellent reward and make the booklet a means of 
widespread benefit. This is a great gift for readers and listeners of 
the Quraan Kareem, Musjid Imaams and Imaams of taraweeh 
salaah. We hope they appreciate the effort. Since the laws have 
been drawn from reliable books their authenticity is beyond 
question. 


These few words have been penned in the hope of gaining a share 
in its blessings. 


Sayid Abdul Qudoos Tirmidhi 
Jamia Haqqaantyah, Sahiwal — Sargoda 
2 Rajab 1419 (AH) 
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Sheikhul Hadeeth Moulana Mufti Abdul Qudoos 
HOD Ifta Faculty- Darul Uloom Kabeer Wala 


I have had a look at the booklet entitled “The laws of sajdah 
tilaawah’. A need of the Muslims has been fulfilled in a pleasant 
manner. Although I have made a cursory study of the kitaab, I 
fully endorse it relying on the endorsement of Mufti Abdul 
Qudoos. May Allaah] make the book a means of great benefit and 


may He grant a favourable reward to the author. 


Abdul Qudoos 

Humble servant of the Hadeeth and Ifta faculty 
Darul Uloom Kabeer Wala, Khaaniwaal District 
26 Rajab 1419 (AH) 
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Umar Colony, Kabeer Wala- Khaaniwaal District 


Moulana Asadullah’s book “The laws of sajdah tilaawah’ is an 


excellent manuscript. May AllaahlI bless it with widespread 
benefit, Aameen! 


Muhammed Abdul Kareem Nu’mani 
2 Rajab 1419 (AH) 
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Preface 


Having just completed the draft of a book which was later 
entitled “The Shari’ standing of nikah’ I presented it to my 
Ustaadh Mufti Sayid Abdul Qudoos for review and requested him 
to proffer a suitable title for it. We met again after Asr of the 
same day and it was then that he suggested the title “The Sharr’ 
standing of nikah’. 


Mufti Saheb further requested me to compile a booklet on the 
laws of sajdah tilaawah, extracting the necessary material from the 
books of fatawa etc. He mentioned that he had started just such a 
book but due to other more pressing commitments had been 
unable to complete it. Considering this to be fortuitous and an 
excellent opportunity to earn his duas I started compiling the 
relevant material the very next morning. Hadhrat in the 
meanwhile had penned a few other suggested topics for me to 
include in my (previous) book “The Shari’ standing of nikah’. This 
engagement brought a halt to my research. After having 
completed these additions I presented the draft to Hadhrat for a 
second review, and restarted work on the present manuscript. 
Through the fadhl-grace-of Allaah approximately 100 laws 
have been compiled herein. May Allaah I make it a means of 
benefit for the general public, Aameen! 


For easy reference I have divided the book into 5 chapters: 
e Chapter One: The number of sajdah ayaat (verses), 
the conditions of sajdah tilaawah and its ruling. 
e Chapter Two: Laws relevant to the reader only. 


e Chapter Three: Laws relevant to the audience only. 
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e Chapter Four: Laws relevant to the reader and 
audience. 

e Chapter Five: Laws relevant to the salaah irrespective 
of whether it is fardh, nafl or taraweeh and 
irrespective of whether it involves the Imaam, 
muqtadi or munfarid. 


In conclusion I would like to dedicate this booklet to; 

My esteemed grandfather Hakeemul Ummah Moulana Ashraf 
Allie Thaanwi, Mufti Sayid Abdul Qaadir Sahib Gamtahlwi and 
Mufti Abdush Shakur Sahib Tirmidhi, from whose association I 
was able to catch a glimpse of our Akaabir’s academic services 
and their outlook and mindset. May AllaahI keep his blessed 
shadow over us for a long time and keep him hale and healthy 
and may He grant us the tawfeeq to benefit from Mufti Sahib’s 
knowledge and spirituality, Aameen! 


We also make dua that Allaah‘¥ make this booklet a means of 
sadaqah jaariyah (perpetual reward) for these holy personages and 
a means of raising their stages. May Allaah'Y grant me the ability 
to walk in their footsteps, Aameen! 


Muhammed Asadullah Umar Nu’mani 

Graduate of Khairul Madaaris, Pakistan 

Post graduate, Jamia Haqqaaniyah, Sahiwal, Sargoda District 
12 Rabiuth Thaani 1419 (AH) 
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Chapter One 
The Number of Sajdah Verses and related Laws 


It becomes Waajib (compulsory) to perform a sajdah (prostration) 
on reading any such ayah (verse of the Quraan) where the word 
‘sajdah’ is printed in the margin. This sajdah is called ‘sajdah 
tilaawah”' (the recitative prostration). 


Mas’alah”: There are 14 sajdah tilaawah in the Quraan; four in 


the first half and the remaining ten in the latter.’ 


Beneficial tip: 


If a person has any pressing need it is recommended that he reads 
all 14 sajdah ayaat (verses) followed by the performance of the 14 
sajdahs collectively. Inshallaah his jaiz (permissible) need will be 
fulfilled, and/or he will be granted protection from misfortune. 
To read the sajdahs in the manner prescribed is mot Makrooh 
(reprehensible).* 


After making these 14 sajdahs you could also make dua for the 
fulfilment of your general needs. 


' Behishti Zewar v2 p42 

2 Tr. Law, ruling, decree etc. 
3 Durre Mukhtaar v1 p577 

4 ibid 
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The Sajdah Verses 
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Only the first sajdah of Surah Hajj is waajib: 


Masalah: There are 2 sajdah verses in Surah Hajj. The first sajdah 
is waajib (compulsory) to perform while the second is not 
(according to the Hanafi mathab (school of thought). However 
the Hanafis have a principle that in contentious masaail 
(laws) a divergent opinion can be considered as long as it 
does not lead to anything Makrooh (reprehensible) in the 
mathab. Bearing this principle in mind it would be meritorious to 
perform this sajdah outside salaah, but should not be performed 
if read in salaah, as to perform an extra sajdah is contrary to the 
correct procedure of salaah. This karahat (reproof) can be avoided 
however by performing the sajdah in the following manner; 


On reading the sajdah verse, go immediately into ruku (with the 
intention of sajdah).’ The sajdah tilaawah will now be valid.° 


On whom is sajdah waajib? 


When a sajdah tilaawah verse is read, sajdah becomes waajib on 
the reader and all those who hear it; irrespective of whether they 
were sitting there for the express purpose of listening to the 
recitation or not and irrespective of whether they were involved 
in some other work or had heard the verse unintentionally. It is 


> Also see p 
6 Imdaadul Fataawaa 1/331 


6| Page 


therefore advisable that the verse be read softly (where possible) 
so as to not inadvertently encumber anyone else.’ 


The method of performing sajdah tilaawah 


The method of performing sajdah tilaawah is as follows; 


1. Say ‘Allaahu- Akbar’ and go straight into sajdah. Do not 
raise the hands while saying so. 
2. In sajdah read three times; 
apeall 2 Ula 
3. Say Allaahu- Akbar once again, while rising from sajdah. 
The sajdah is now complete.” 


To stand when making the sajdah is better 


Masalah: It would be preferable (when performing sajdah 
tilaawah outside salaah) to stand up while saying ‘Allaahu- Akbar’ 
before going into sajdah, and to return to the standing position 
on completion of the sajdah. It would also be correct to initiate 
and end the sajdah from a seated position.’ 


T Ibid, cited from Fataawaa Hindiyyah 
8 Behishti Zewar 2/42, cited from Shaami v1 
° ibid 
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Chapter Two 
Masaail (laws) relevant to the reader 


Making sajdah on the Quraan is invalid 


The sajdah tilaawah should be performed in exactly the same 
manner as a regular sajdah. Some women perform the sajdah by 
placing their heads on the Quraan. This sajdah is invalid and 
needs to be repeated.” 


Performing sajdah immediately is not waajib but 
preferable 


If a person did not have wudhu at the time of reading (or hearing) 
the sajdah, wudhu could be made at another time and the sajdah 
rendered. It is not necessary to perform the sajdah immediately 
(i.e. outside salaah), although this is preferable in case he forgets 
later." 


10 Behishti Zewar 2/42, cited from Fataawaa Hindiyyah and Sharhut-Tanweer 
"| Tbid, cited from Shaami and Bahr 
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Only one sajdah is waajib if an ayah was read several 
times in one sitting 


If a person sat in one place and read the same verse several times 
only one sajdah becomes waajib. The sajdah could be performed 
at the end of the recital or alternatively it could be read once, the 
sajdah performed and then recited several times thereafter 
(without repeating the sajdah). If, however he changes his 
sitting during this time a second sajdah becomes waajib. If 
he changes his place yet again a third sajdah becomes waajib and 
so on. In brief he will perform sajdahs in accordance to the 
number of times he changes his place.” 


Repeating the sajdah in a small cottage necessitates only 
one sajdah 


If a person reads a sajdah verse in one corner of a cottage or 
veranda then moves to another corner and repeats the same verse 
only one sajdah tilaawah is necessary; irrespective of how many 
times he repeats the verse. If he becomes involved in some other 
work in the interim and then repeats the verse another sajdah 
becomes waajib. '° 


2 Behishti Zewar v2, cited from Shaami v2 
'5 Sharhul Bidaayah 
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Becoming involved in some work after reading a sajdah 
ayah and then repeating that verse necessitates two 
sajdahs 


A person read a sajdah ayah in a particular place. Thereafter 
he/she became involved in some other task while sitting at that 
very place e.g. eating, sewing, feeding a child etc. Thereafter the 
person repeated the very same sajdah verse. This action 
necessitates a second sajdah. 


The principle here is that every time a person becomes 
involved in some activity during the recital of a sajdah ayah, 
an additional sajdah becomes waajib.” 


To skip the sajdah ayah for fear of making the sajdah is 
makrooh (reprehensible) 


To read an entire surah (chapter) and skip the sajdah ayah (verse) 
is makrooh. To skip the ayah merely to save oneself from 
performing the sajdah is akin to rejection of that sajdah. 


Sajdah tilaawah in salaah is valid even without an 
intention 


The sajdah tilaawah will be valid if an Imaam read a sajdah verse 
during salaah and immediately went into rvku (genuflection) 
with the zention of sajdah tilaawah. The same ruling will apply to 


14 
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those mugqtadees (congregational followers) who made _ the 
intention of sajdah tilaawah (in ruku). The sajdah of those who 
did not make such an intention remains unfulfilled. 


On the contrary, the sajdah of all the muqtadees will be fulfilled 
when reading a sajdah verse and going immediately into sajdah, 
even if no intention was made. It is therefore advisable not to 


make the intention of sajdah in ruku.> 


The law regarding the remaining verses of a surah after 
a sajdah ayah 


If a person read a sajdah ayah (in salaah) but delayed going into 
ruku until after a few verses were read; 


> So if the sajdah ayah was part of the concluding verses of 
a surah like Surah Inshiqaaq or Surah Bani Israeel, the 
intention of sajdah in ruku will still be valid and the delay 
will not be considered. 

> If however the verses were not the concluding verses of a 
surah (this delay is incorrect) hence the intention of sajdah 


in ruku is invalid. 


15 Tmdaadul Fataawaa 1/371 
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If an Imaam completed the sajdah and thereafter 
repeated the verse one sajdah will be sufficient (for 
both) 


A Hafiz completed a sajdah tilaawah in taraweeh (for example) 
and on standing up repeated the sajdah verse instead of 
continuing his recitation; he will not have to repeat the sajdah nor 


make a sajdah sahw (correctional prostration).'° 


Should a person announce the sajdah tilaawah in 
taraweeh or not? 


Announcing the sajdah tilaawah is not established from the 
khairul-quroon (best of era’s viz. the era of the Nabip, Sahabahy 
and Taabieen) despite the presence of Arabs, non-Arabs, new 
Muslims and ignorant folk. Furthermore, even though Islaam is 
all for the propagation of good deeds and the reformation of 
Ibaadah, we find that even the Fuqaha (jurists) are silent on this 
matter. If it was a real necessity they would have definitely 
emphasised it, as in the case of a musaafir-traveller- Imaam. 


It has been emphasised that a musaafir (Shari traveller) should 
inform the congregation of his status before or after the salaah by 


'6 Fataawaa Raheemiyyah 1/244, cited from Alamgeer v1 
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loudly announcing the words “I am a musaafir”. This is a dictate 
of necessity. No such necessity exists with the announcement 
of the sajdah tilaawah. In fact, if it is done there is a strong 
possibility that people might start assuming it to be a good or 
even recommended act as has happened in some towns where the 
following announcements are made before Jumua salaah ; 


aasrll 5 ait glint = and alt @Ka55 IpLiail 


Similarly, with this announcement people might start assuming it 
to be necessary or even worst - a Sunnah. Shah Waliullaah has 
warned that the greatest harm of adopting a mubaah thing 
as a necessity is to begin to perceive it as masnoon act, as 
this is tahreef (innovation) in Deen.” 


Never the less, an announcement would be permissible if the 
congregation is huge; as in some cities where there are many saffs 
(rows) and even an upper storey, and there exists a strong 
possibility of the congregation making a mistake by going into 
ruku instead of sajdah due to their ignorance of the sajdah verses. 
This concession is based on the maxim; 


“Necessity obviates impermissibility” 


Remember this is not a general ruling!"® 


"7 Tzaalatul Khifaa 
'8 Fataawaa Raheemiyyah 1/245-246 
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The ruling of a muqtadi who goes into ruku thinking the 
sajdah takbeer to be the takbeer of ruku and then goes 
into sajdah 


An Imaam in taraweeh salaah reads a sajda ayah, calls takbeer and 
goes into sajdah. A muqtadi (congregational follower) thinking it 
to be the takbeer of ruku goes into ruku. In this scenario the 
muqtadi should abandon his ruku and go into sajdah. If he had 
completed his ruku and then realising his mistake goes into 
sajdah, his salaah and the sajdah tilaawah will still be valid.”” 


If a person forgot to make the sajdah he should make it 
whenever he remembers 


If a person forgot to make the sajdah tilaawah in any rakat of 
salaah he should make it up in any subsequent rakat in which he 
remembers about it. It will also be necessary to perform a sajdah 
sahw.”” 


19 Tdem 1/244 cited from Shaami 1/24 
20 Fataawaa Darul Uloom 4/424, cited from Alamgeer v1 
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As no act contrary to salaah has been committed sajdah 
tilaawah can still be performed followed by a sajdah 
sahw 


If a person forgot to make the sajdah tilaawah right up to the 
point of salaam for the completion of salaah, he can still perform 
the sajdah tilaawah followed by a sajdah sahw. This is as long as 
he has not committed any act which nullifies the salaah” (such as 
talking, turning away from the Qiblah etc). 


It is preferable to read a few ayaat after performing the 
sajdah before making ruku 


It is advisable that after completing the sajdah tilaawah (in salaah) 
that a person reads a few verses more on standing up and then go 
into ruku. If, however, he immediately goes into ruku after 
standing up his salaah will still be valid. 


The ruling of reading a sajdah ayah in the postures of 
ruku, sajdah or tashahhud 


If a person reads a sajdah ayah in the postures of ruku, sajdah or 


tashahhud, sajdah tilaawah does not become waajib.” 


21 Shaami 1/723 
» Tahtaawi p288 
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A person read surah sajdah in salaah and then had to 
repeat the salaah. If he reads surah sajdah again he 
needs to repeat the sajdah 


A person read surah sajdah in salaah and performed the sajdah. 
He subsequently had to repeat the salaah for whatever reason. If 
he reads surah sajdah again he needs to repeat the sajdah.” 


Fataawaa Darul Uloom 4/428, cited from Alamgeer 


4 oe 
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Chapter 3 


Laws of sajdah tilaawah relevant to both the reader 
and listener/s 


It is preferable to make sajdah tilaawah immediately 


If a person did not have wudhu at the time of reading (or hearing) 
the sajdah, wudhu could be made at another time and the sajdah 
rendered. It is not necessary to perform the sajdah immediately 
(i.e. outside salaah), although this is preferable in case he forgets 
later.” 


A person becomes a sinner if he never performs the 
Sajdah 


If a person has a lot of sajdah tilaawah owing which he has 
neglected to perform, he should do so immediately. He will be 
regarded as a sinner if he never gets around to performing them.” 


If the listener changes his place multiple sajdahs become 
obligatory 


If someone reads a sajdah ayah repeatedly whilst sitting in one 
place only one sajdah becomes waajib (obligatory) on him. If a 
member of the audience constantly changes his place; listening to 


4 Behishti Zewar 2/42, cited from Sharhut-Tanweer v1 and Bahr v2 
25 Tbid, cited from Sharhut-Tanweer v1 
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the sajdah ayah at various spots, that amount of sajdahs become 
waajib as the number of times the ayah was heard.” 


If the reader changes his place multiple sajdahs become 
obligatory 


If instead of the listener, the reader changes his place then 
multiple sajdahs become waajib on him while only one sajdah is 
waajib on the audience.” 


e Laughing audibly in sajdah tilaawah does not break 
wudhu.* 

e Proximity to a female does not invalidate the sajdah 
tilaawah.” 


The ruling of reading one word before or after the 
sajdah word 


If at the time of reading the sajdah ayah only the sajdah word and 
one word before or after were read, even then the sajdah becomes 
waajib according to the preferred opinion. Hence, if a person 
delivered a lecture or recited a poem for example, in which a few 
words of a sajdah ayah including the sajdah word were recited 
sajdah becomes waajib on him and the audience as well.” 


26 Thid 

27 Thid 

28 Tbid, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 

2° Idem v11, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
30 Concised from Imdaadul Mufteen 
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Sajdah tilaawah becomes waajib by reading its 
translation as well 


Reading or listening to a translation of a sajdah verse also 
necessitates the performance of a sajdah.”™ 


If a person is unable to perform the sajdah immediately 
what should he do? 


If a person is unable to perform the sajdah immediately he should 
read the following; 


Seal! Bills 5 BSS Gab 5 Grae 
Then sajdah should be performed whenever possible.” 


It is permissible to perform all the sajdahs collectively on 
a khatam (complete reading) of the Quraan 


It is permissible to perform all the sajdahs collectively on a 
khatam (complete reading) of the Quraan. However it remains 
better to do so immediately on reading each verse. 


This permissibility of delay is restricted to outside of salaah. In 
salaah the sajdah has to be performed immediately.” 


31 Khairul Fataawaa 2/253, Qaadhi Khaan v1 
32 Idem 2/661, cited from Maraaqi alat Tahaawi v1 
33 Fataawaa Darul Uloom 4/427, cited from Darrul Mukhtaar v1 
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A person accumulated one year’s sajdahs, he should 
estimate the amount and perform them accordingly 


A person recited from or listened to the Quraan for an entire year 
but never performed any sajdahs. He should estimate how many 
sajdahs were read (if he had not kept a record) and complete 
them by daily performing whatever amount he can with the 
intention of qadhaa.™ 


The ruling of performing sajdah tilaawah at sunrise, 
sunset and zawaal 


It is not permissible to perform a sajdah tilaawah at sunrise, 
sunset and zawaal (mid-day). If however a sajdah verse was 
read at these times the performance of sajdah_ tilaawah 
(immediately) will be correct. It will also be correct between 
Fajr and sunrise, Ast and sunset and after subuh-saadiq 
(true dawn).” 


34 Fataawaa Darul Uloom 4/429, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 


35 Pataawaa Darul Uloom 4/427, cited from Tanweer v1 
36 Idem 4/430-1 

37 Ibid 

38 Ahsanul Fataawaa 4/61 
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Sajdah tilaawah is not waajib on a naa-baaligh (minor) 
child 


Q. If a child reads a sajdah ayah while reading his sabaq (lesson) 
should he perform sajdah tilaawah or not? 


A. No, it is not waajib.”° 


If the Qaarie (reader) performs the sajdah on behalf of 
his audience the sajdah is invalid 


Sajdah is waajib on whoever hears the sajdah ayah. If the audience 
fails to do so the reader is not accountable. He cannot perform 
the sajdah on their behalf.*” 


The ruling of reading the tafseer (commentary) of a 
sajdah ayah 


Reading only the tafseer (without the translation) of a sajdah ayah 
does not make sajdah waajib.* 


4 oe 
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Posing a question regarding a sajdah ayah 


If someone read part of a sajdah ayah in order to find out 
whether it is a sajdah ayah, the sajdah tilaawah will become waajib 
if the portion read contains the word of sajdah. 


There is no harm in only reading a sajdah ayah 


There is no harm in reading only the sajdah ayah from an entire 
surah (chapter). 


The ruling of reading different sajdah ayaat in one sitting 


If a person read various sajdah verses in one place, that amount 
of sajdahs will have to be performed as the amount of verses 
read.” 


The ruling of repeating a sajdah ayah after standing up 
on one’s place 


If a person read a sajdah ayah while sitting and then stood up on 
the spot and repeated the verse (without moving or walking away) 


only one sajdah tilaawah becomes waajib.”” 


39 Ahsanul Fataawaa 4/61, cited from Sharhut Tanweer 
40 Tbid, cited from Sharhul Bidaayah 
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The ruling of repeating a sajdah verse in a spot a person 
left momentarily and then returned to 


Two sajdahs become waajib in the instance of a person reading a 
sajdah ayah in a particular spot which he subsequently leaves in 
order to complete some other task and then returns to and 
repeats that very verse.” 


The ruling of repeating a sajdah ayah in different parts 
of a big house 


If a person read the same sajdah ayah in different parts of a big 
house that number of sajdahs become waajib as the number of 
times he changed places.” 


The ruling of a Musjid is the same as that of a small 
cottage 


The ruling of a Musjid is the same as that of a small cottage” viz. 
irrespective of whether he repeats that verse in one spot or in 
different parts of the Musjid only one sajdah tilaawah becomes 


ssp 44 
waajib. 


4! Thid, cited from Bidaayah 

#2 Tbid, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
8 See pg 5 

4 Ibid 
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The ruling of reading the translation of a sajdah ayah 
after reading the Arabic text 


Only one sajdah is due on a person who reads a sajdah ayah and 
then reads its translation.” 


The ruling of a person who wrote out a sajdah ayah or 
read it haltingly, word by word 


Sajdah is not waajib on a person who wrote out a sajdah ayah or 
read it haltingly, word by word.” 


There is no harm in reading a sajdah ayah in a gathering 
of khawaas-special ones 


If there is a qiraat jalsah being attended by khawaas and it is 
known that they have wudhu and will perform the sajdah then 
there is no harm in reading a sajdah ayah in such a gathering. 
Otherwise it would be better to refrain from doing so.” 


45 Fataawaa Darul Uloom 4/421, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
46 Shaami 1/715 
47 Khairul Fataawaa 2/660, cited from Bahrur Raaiq v2 
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The ruling of omitting a sajdah ayah in order to avoid the 
‘difficulty’ of making the sajdah 


Some people read the Quraan without wudhu while engaged in 
some other work. In order to avoid making the sajdah they omit 
the verse. This is makrooh (reprehensible). Sajdah does not have 
to be made immediately. The sajdah could be done later when a 


person is in the state of wudhu.* 


The ruling of reading a sajdah ayah in one’s heart 


If a sajdah ayah is read in one’s heart (i.e. non-verbally) no sajdah 
becomes due. This is because sajdah is only waajib when it is read; 
and this is not classified as reading.” 


The ruling of making sajdah when the sign of sajdah is in 
the following verse 


In some of the sajdah ayaat the sign for making sajdah is in the 
verse following the one in which the sajdah word is. In such an 
instance the sajdah should be performed on completion of the 


48 Idem 2/661, cited from Kabeeri pg 470 
49 Fataawaa Darul Uloom 4/426, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
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second ayah. Performing the sajdah on completion of the first 
ayah is invalid.” 


The ruling of reading a sajdah ayah on land and sea 
conveyances 


It is waajib to read multiple sajdahs for every repetition of a 
sajdah ayah read on/in a horse, camel, car or any other form of 
land transportation when reading the ayah outside salaah. 


Repetition of a sajdah ayah on a ship necessitates only one sajdah 
in all instances (i.e. in or out of salaah). This ruling of a ship will 
apply to all modes of sea transportation as well as airplanes. 
However, it would be a matter of caution to read multiple 
sajdahs.”" 


The ruling of repeating a sajdah verse while weaving 
clothing 


If a person repeats the recitation of sajdah verse while walking up 
and down in the process of operating a hand- loom he will have 
to make multiple sajdahs (based on the principle of changing 
places). 


50 Ahsanul Fataawaa 4/63, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
51 Idem 4/67 
52 Imdaadus Saa-il, cited from Shaami 1/112 
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The ruling of sajdah after having eaten a morsel or two 
or after replying to someone’s salaam (greeting) 


A person read a sajdah ayah then ate one or two morsels of food 
ot he nibbled on something or replied to someone’s salaam and 


repeated the ayah; in all these instances only one sajdah is waajib. 


The ruling of reciting qiraat, tasbeeh or tahleel in the 
interim of repeating a sajdah ayah 


Only one sajdah is waajib in the instance of a person reading a 
sajdah ayah and then reciting qiraat or any form of thikr and then 
repeating the sajdah ayah.”” 


The ruling of sajdah in the instance of a person reading a 
sajdah ayah and then getting on and off a conveyance 
without riding it 


A person reads a sajdah ayah. He then mounts (or boards) some 
form of land conveyance but does not ride it. He then dismounts 
at that very spot and repeats the sajdah; only one sajdah is waajib 


. . . 54 
in this instance. 


53 Ibid, cited from Alamgeer 1/131 
54 Imdaadul Fataawaa, cited from Alamgeer 1/136 
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The ruling of repeating a sajdah ayah after alighting from 
a stationary conveyance 


A person read a sajdah ayah in/on a stationaty conveyance (or 
vehicle), alighted and then repeated the ayah; in his instance too 
only one sajdah is waajib.” 


N.B In the above two scenarios the sajdah tilaawah must be 
performed on the ground. Sajdah on/in the conveyance/vehicle 
is not valid. 


Making sajdah on a conveyance in frightening conditions 
is valid 


Performing sajdah tilaawah on a conveyance will be valid in the 
instance that a person read a sajdah ayah and then mounted a 
conveyance out of fear and repeated the ayah. 


This will not be valid in normal conditions as sajdah is waajib 


(and hence must be performed on the ground).”° 


5 Ibid 
© Ibid 
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Chapter Four 


Laws relevant to the listener or audience 


Listening to a sajdah ayah in the condition of haidh 
(menstruation) or nifaas (afterbirth) does not 
necessitate Sajdah 


If a lady heard a sajdah ayah in the condition of haidh 
(menstruation) or nifaas (afterbirth) sajdah tilaawah does not 


become waajib. 


However if she heard the ayah in the condition (that her haidh or 
nifaas has ended) and she has yet to take a ghusl (mandatory 
bath), it is waajib on her to perform the sajdah after her bath.”” 


The ruling of sajdah when being incapacitated due to 
some weakness 


If a person hears a sajdah ayah while ill and is unable to perform 
the sajdah due to weakness, can make the sajdah by inclining 
(bending) his head slightly as he would do for salaah.” 


57 Behishti Zewar v2, cited from Sharhut Tanweer v1 
°8 Ibid, cited from Fataawaa Hindiyyah v1 
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The ruling of hearing a sajdah from a tape or t.v 


Sajdah does not become waajib by listening to a recording 
of a sajdah ayah being read. The same applies to a recorded 
programme on t.v. If the programmed is being aired live 
however sajdah will be waajib. Sajdah is also waajib if the 
ayah is heard over a loud speaker. 


The ruling of a sajdah ayah if it is heard from an echo 
Listening to an echo of a sajdah ayah or it being read by a bird 
such as a pattot etc does not necessitate sajdah.” 

The ruling of a sajdah ayah read in one’s sleep 


If a person hears a sleeping person reading a sajdah ayah in his 
sleep, sajdah becomes waajib on the listener.” 


59 Durrul Mukhtaar with Shaami 1/171 
6 Bahrur Raaiq 1/161 
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The ruling of sajdah when a group of people complete 
one sajdah ayah 


Sajdah is not waajib on a person in the instance that he hears a 
group of people reading a sajdah ayah in this manner that each 
person treads one word of the ayah until it is completed.” 


The ruling of sajdah on a menstruating woman, insane 
person and naa-baaligh child (minor) 


Sajdah is not waajib on a menstruating woman, insane person and 
naa-baaligh child (minor) irrespective of whether they read the 
ayah themselves or hear someone else reciting it. 


Conversely, if someone hears any of them reading a sajdah ayah 
the following rulings apply; 
1. If the reader is a junubi (person in need of a compulsory 
bath), menstruating woman or discerning child the sajdah 
becomes waajib. 


2. If the reader is an insane person or imprudent child sajdah 
will not be waajib.” 


6! Tahtaawi (abridged) pg 288 
62 Ahsanul Fataawaa 4/60, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
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If a person moves from one branch of a tree to another 
his locus will be considered to have changed 


A person heard a sajdah ayah while seated on a branch of a tree. 
He then heard the same ayah after having moved to another 
branch. Two sajdahs become waajib in this instance as his 
locus (place, seating, position etc.) is considered to have 
changed.” 


Chapter Five 
The rules of sajdah tilaawah relevant to salaah 


The method of performing sajdah tilaawah in salaah 


If a sajdah ayah is read in salaah the sajdah should be performed 
immediately on completion of the ayah. (On standing up from the 
sajdah) the remainder of the surah will be read and then ruku will 
be performed. If sajdah was performed only after a delay of two 
or three verses, the sajdah will still be valid. If more than this was 
read the sajdah will be valid but the person will be sinful.” 


What if a person failed to perform the sajdah in salaah? 


If a person read a sajdah ayah in salaah and failed to perform the 
sajdah he cannot do so after salaah. He will be sinful and his 


63 Tmdaadul Masaail, cited from Tanweer 
“4 Behishti Zewar v2, cited from Sharhut Tanweer and Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
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only recourse is to make tawbah and _istighfaar 


65 


(repentance). 


The ruling of intending the sajdah tilaawah in ruku 


If a person reads a sajdah ayah and immediately goes into ruku 
with the intention that this ruku is on behalf of the sajdah 
tilaawah as well, the sajdah will be fulfilled. If he made no 
intention in ruku, then the first sajdah after that will be 
considered to be sajdah tilaawah irrespective of whether he made 


. . 66 
intention or not.” 


The ruling of reading one sajdah ayah multiple times in 
salaah 


If a person read one sajdah ayah many times in salaah only one 
sajdah is waajib. This is applicable whether he read the ayah 
several times first and then made sajdah or whether he read _ the 
ayah once, performed the sajdah and then repeated the ayah in 
that rakaat or any other subsequent rakaat.”” 


6 Tbid 
66 Imdaadul Ahkaam 1/282 
67 Tbid, cited from Fataawaa Hindiyyah 
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The ruling of repeating a sajdah ayah in salaah in the 
very spot he read it outside salaah 


A person read a sajdah ayah (outside salaah) but did not perform 
the sajdah. Thereafter he stood up and read salaah on that very 
spot repeating the same sajdah verse in salaah; he will need to 
perform another sajdah.” 


The ruling of reading only a sajdah ayah in salaah 


If a person read no other verse besides a sajdah ayah, the 
condition of validity is that the sajdah ayah be equivalent to three 
short verses. However, even then it will still be preferable to join 
one or two other verses to it.” 


The ruling of a late comer who heard the Imaam reading 
a sajdah ayah and then joined the jamaat (congregation) 


If a latecomer heard the Imaam reading a sajdah ayah and then 
joined the jamaat he should perform the sajdah with the Imaam. 
If the Imaam has already performed the sajdah two possible 


scenarios exist; 


68 Tbid 
6 Tbid 
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1. He joined the Imaam in the same rakat in which the 
sajdah was read. In this case he does not have to perform 
the sajdah. By joining the rakat it will be as if he read the 
sajdah. 

2. He joined the Imaam in a different rakat. In this instance 
it is waajib on him to perform the sajdah outside salaah 


separately.” 


What if a Muqtadi (congregational follower) was heard 
reading a sajdah ayah? 


If a muqtadi was heard reading a sajdah ayah no sajdah becomes 
waajib; neither on him, the Imaam or the rest of the congregation. 
Yes, sajdah will be waajib on those people who were not part of 
the congregation, irrespective of whether they were not 
performing salaah or they were performing some other salaah.” 


The reading of a sajdah ayah inside or outside salaah 
necessitates the performance of a sajdah inside or 
outside salaah respectively 


A sajdah ayah read outside salaah cannot be performed inside 
salaah and vice versa. In fact performing the sajdah of one salaah 
in another salaah is also not correct. So if a person read a sajdah 
in salaah and failed to perform the sajdah, he will be sinful and 


7 Behishti Zewar v11, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar v1 
7 Tbid 
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there is no other recourse but to beg the Most Merciful for 


: 72 
forgiveness. 


The ruling of two persons reading a sajdah ayah while 
riding separate conveyances 


If two persons ate riding horses while reading salaah on it and 
both of them (coincidentally) read two different sajdah ayaat 


which is overheard by the other, only one sajdah becomes waajib 
on both of them Le. the sajdah of his salaah. 


If he read an ayah in salaah and then heard the same ayah outside 
salaah two sajdahs become waajib; one for reading and one for 
listening. 


It should be borne in mind that the sajdah read in salaah 
must be performed in salaah and the sajdah heard outside 
salaah must be performed outside salaah.” 


The ruling of reading a sajdah ayah in the Jumua, Eid and 
sirri (silent) salaahs 


It is best not to read a sajdah ayah in these salaahs as it may lead 


to confusion amongst the muqtadees.* 


72 Thid 
3 Thid 
74 Tbid, cited from Bahr v1 
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The ruling of a namaazi hearing a sajdah ayah from a 
non-namaazi 


If a namaazi (person performing salaah) overheard a sajdah ayah 
being read from a non-namaazi and performs that sajdah in his 
salaah, the sajdah will be invalid. He will need to repeat it on 
completion of his salaah. The salaah itself remains valid (ie. 
despite the extra sajdah).” 


It is not permissible to delay the sajdah up to 3 ayaat 
beyond the sajdah ayah 


On completion of the sajdah ayah it is not permissible to delay 
the performance of the sajdah until another three ayaat have been 
read. There is another view which states that it is permissible to 
do so, however the first view is more preferred and cautious. 


If however there remains only three or four ayaat to complete the 
surah some latitude is extended to do so. The namaazi could 
either make the sajdah and then complete the surah or simply 
complete the surah and then make the sajdah. 


(To summarise) if the sajdah is in the middle of a surah, to delay 
the sajdah is incorrect and the salaah becomes waajibul-i’aadah 
(necessary to repeat). In the repeated salaah the same sajdah ayah 
should be read and the sajdah made. 


75 Khulaasa v1, cited from Imdaadul Fataawaa 1/329 
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If the delay was due to forgetfulness” the sajda should be 
performed whenever the mistake is realised and a sajdah sahw 
should be made.” 


The ruling of a munfarid hearing a sajdah ayah and then 
repeating that ayah in his salaah 


If a munfarid overhears a sajdah ayah from someone and then 
repeats that ayah in his salaah and performed the sajdah, both the 
sajdah and his salaah are valid. No repetition is necessary.” 


The ruling of a sajdah ayah in a sirri (silent) salaah 


An Imaam read Surah Inshiqaaq (for example) in the Asr salaah 
and on reaching the sajdah ayah proceeded to perform the sajdah. 
The mugtadees (being unaware of what was read) went into ruku 
instead. 


On realising their mistake it would be necessary for them to go 
into sajdah, abandoning their ruku. This ruling will apply even if 
they realised their mistake after ruku; they should make the sajdah 
and resume their following of the Imaam. There is no solution for 
those muqtadees who fail to perform the sajdah. 


However if in the same state of confusion they perform the 
sajdah of salaah, the sajdah tilaawah will be considered to be 
simultaneously fulfilled. (In this instance) if they then make a 


7 See page 30 for more details 
7 Ahsanul Fataawaa 4/56, cited from Durrul Mukhtaar v1 
78 Ahsanul Fataawaa 4/56 
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second sajdah (to make up the missed sajdah tilaawah) their salaah 
will become invalid. 


Therefore it is not permissible for the Imaam to do this, as it 
creates unnecessary confusion amongst the mudqtadees, 
deficiencies in their salaah and a strong possibility of the 
invalidation of their salaah. The sin of course is that of the 


Imaam. 


If anyone wants to read a sajdah ayah in the silent salaahs the 
correct procedure would be; 


Before completing three ayaat after the sajdah ayah (in a lengthy 
surah) or alternatively on completion of the sajdah ayah in a short 
surah, go into ruku »7thout the intention of sajdah tilaawah. In this 
way when the sajdah of salaah is performed the sajdah tilaawah of 
the Imaam and mugtadees will simultaneously be fulfilled. 


In the specific case of Surah Inshiqaaq there is allowance to 
complete the surah first and then go into ruku (as described 


above) even though there are four ayaat after the sajda ayah.” 


Reading a sajdah ayah repeatedly in salaah on a land 
conveyance necessitates only one sajdah 


It is waajib to perform only one sajdah if a sajdah ayah is read 


repeatedly while performing salaah on/in a horse, camel, car or 


any other form of land transportation.” 


™ Abridged from Ahsanul Fataawaa 4/26, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar 
80 Ahsanul Fataawaa v4, cited from Raddul Mukhtaar 
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What should a person do if he forgets to make the 


sajdah tilaawah in salaah? 


The following remedies should be adopted if a person read a 


sajdah ayah in salaah but forgot to perform the sajdah; 


If he remembered about it after having made salaam he 
should make the sajdah, repeat the tashahhud, durood etc 
and complete the salaah. 

If he remembered in the salaah itself after having read a 
couple of ayaat (or in any other rukn (posture), then it is 
best that he performs the sajdah immediately in which 
ever tukn he remembers about it. Furthermore, it is 
mustahab (preferable) to repeat that rukn (posture) after 
performing the sajdah. It is not permissible to delay the 
sajdah until the conclusion of the salaah. 

If he remembered about it during qa’dah-akheerah (the 
final sitting) or thereafter then it s fardh to repeat the 
qa’dah and waajib to repeat the tashahhud. 


In all these scenarios sajdah sahw is waajib. If a person 


intentionally read two or more verses after the sajdah ayah the 


salaah will have to be repeated. Performing sajdah sahw will not 


81 
suffice. 


Mas’alah: If in tarawech salaah the second sajdah of Surah Hajj 


was performed, which is waajib according to Imaam Shaaf’i (AR), 


the salaah will only be valid if the person making the sajdah is a 


81 Ahsanul Fatawaa 4/28 
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proficient Aalim who is aware of the strength of Imaam Shafi’s 
(AR) proof in this regard.” 


N.b: This ruling is for a proficient Aalim only. The general ruling 
is that that which was mentioned by Hadhrat Hakeemul Ummah 
Thaanwi (AR) in Imdaadul Fataawaa. The general public should 
practice on that. This ruling was mentioned on pages 1-2. 


(Moulana Abdul Qudoos) 


The salaah will have to be repeated if the second sajdah 
of Surah Hajj was read 


If a non-aalim (who is an adherent of the Hanafi mathab) read the 
second sajdah of Surah Hajj and performed the sajdah it will be 
laazim (compulsory) on him to perform a sajdah sahw. This is so 
because according to Imaam Abu Hanifa (AR) this is not a sajdah 
tilaawah. Hence, an extra sajdah was performed in his salaah 


thereby delaying the ruku. 


Sajdah sahw is laazim in the instance that a person 
performed a sajdah tilaawah but omitted the sajdah 
ayah 


A person read Surah Inshiqaaq and on completion of the 
following verse, made sajdah; 


Slab gid Ua 


82 Imdaadul Akhkaam 1/287 
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(Surah Inshiqaaq v: 20) 


On returning to qiyaam (the standing posture) he omits the sajdah 
ayah and completes the rest of the rakat and his salaah. In this 
instance a sajdah sahw is laazim (obligatory).”° 


The ruling of reading a sajdah ayah in the second rakat 
of the Eid salaahs 


If a sajdah tilaawah was read in the second rakat of an Eid salaah 
and immediately thereafter the extra takbeers were called out and 
ruku made, the intention for the performance of the sajdah 
tilaawah could be made in that ruku. This is so because the 
three extra takbeers are equal to two ayaat. Otherwise, the 
sajdah of salaah will suffice for the sajdah tilaawah.™ 


The ruling of a pedestrian listening to a person mounted 
on a conveyance repeating a sajdah ayah 


A person while mounted on a land conveyance repeats a sajdah 
ayah in his nafl salaah. A second person walking side by side with 
him overhears him doing so; the rider will need to perform only 
one sajdah because salaah has the quality of gathering the 
changing places into one locus. However the pedestrian will have 
to perform as many sajdahs as he heard the ayah being repeated.” 


83 Tmdaadul Akhkaam 1/289 
84 Tdem 1/290 
85 Imdaadul Masaail, cited from Durrul Mukhtaar 1/112 
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The ruling of the sajdah in the instance that the salaah 
became void before the sajdah could be performed 


A person performing salaah read a sajdah ayah, but before being 
able to perform the sajdah his salaah became null and void for 
whatever reason; the ruling is that because his salaah became void 
only the qiraat (recitation) remained. This means that the sajdah is 
no longer a sajdah of salaah. Hence it becomes waajib to perform 
the sajdah outside salaah.”° 


The ruling of sajdah in the case that a lady experienced 
her haidh (menstruation) before being able to perform 
the sajdah 


A lady read a sajdah ayah in her salaah, but before being able to 
perform the sajdah she experience her haidh; the ruling in this 
instance is that the sajdah no longer remains waajib. When the 
salaah became void the sajdah was voided as well. There is also no 
qadhaa for the salaah.*’ 


If the salaah became void after the performance of the 
sajdah tilaawah repetition of the sajdah is not waajib 


If a person read a sajdah ayah and performed the sajdah as well 
and thereafter his salaah became void he will not have to repeat 


86 Shaami v1 


87 Tmdaadul Masaail, cited from Shaami v1 
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the sajdah when he repeats his salaah as the sajdah was done on 
treading the ayah.” 


Translation edited by 

Mufti A.H.Elias (May Allaah be with him) 
Safar-1432 

April-2011 

NOTE 

Question 


If a person past away and he had sajda tilawaats that has not been 
performed ,how will the family repay it? 


Answet 


When one recites a verse of sajda of the Qur’an or hears such a 
verse, it is wajib (compulsory) to make Sajdah tilawah. 


(103 /2 (stonalt 2) cole cil tabling sterall IGT BM) cng (Cor 
It is makrih (disliked) to delay Sajdah Tilawah. 
(109 /2 (jtrredt 95) cele gpl Aatleng jlrrall I) bas pe Sg 


If one did not fulfill his/her wajib Sajdah Tilawah in ones lifetime, 
and passes away, there is no fidyah (compensation) for the missed 


88 Tmdaadul Masaail 
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Sajdah Tilawah. The family should make Istighfar on behalf od the 
deceased. 


(103 /2 (store! 25) guile cyl dedleg bread! Wi) sal cates Je Cosi Yj 


(Imdadul Fatawa, Vol 1 Pg 559, Idarah Talifat e Aula, Deoband) 
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About the Book 


The laws of sajdah tilaawah are of paramount importance for 
both the reader and listener of the Quraan Shareef. 
Approximately 100 laws have been compiled herein relevant 
to readers and listeners of the Quraan Kareem, Musjid Imaams 
and Imaams of taraweeh salaah. The author Moulana 
Asadullaah Nu’maani has done an excellent job of compiling 
the relevant material from reliable books of fiqh. An excellent 


reference for the public and Ulemaa alike! 


Author: MI Asadullaah Umar Nu’maani 


